May, 2005

Dear Doctor John,

I am a German tourist lady that
is backpacking throughout Cen-
tral America. I've had a wonder-
ful time visiting all the different
countries and have heard won-
derful things about the Bay Is-
lands and Utila.
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amounts of Salva Vida or Flor
de Cana will ease the pain. On
top of that, I am suffering men-
tal angst due to the fact that
tourists and local boys alike
seem repulsed by my condition.
I've been told that the object of
my discomfort is a little bug
called a no-see-um or a sand
fly. The locals have been very
sympathetic and kind in provid-
ing me advice. I've tried every-
thing from baby oil, insect re-
pellant, Calamine lotion, lime
juice, standing on my head, roll-
ing in the sand, and howling at
the full moon. I even had some-
one urinate on me in the hopes
of ending my misery.

I'm a mess. I itch all over, I
can't sleep, and it is effecting
my sexual relationships. I look
terrible. I am covered with
weeping, oozing sores. I have
scabs on top of scabs. Pus is
running out of my body. I feel
horrible. Please, please Dr.

Regarding the proposal for a
road to the North side

BICA's position is not against
development. We consider that
development, as long as it is
sustainable, is one of the main
alternatives to help conservation
efforts. However, according to
our knowledge, an environ-
mental impact study has not
been carried out on the new
road and we have two major
concerns that need to be consid-
ered:

1)People will naturally want to
gather and live alongside the
road (particularly as UPCO
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water might cause corals to die.
Utila’s Community income is
based on tourism, and tourism
is based on diving coral reefs. If
we harm mangroves we’ll be
harming our economy.

Both factors carry with them
additional dangers as well as
environmental and economical
implications which is why we
feel it is imperative that an en-
vironmental impact study be
done. If it can be proved
through the study that the road
will be safe and environmen-
tally acceptable, then we will
consent the project.

As an alternative (considering
plans for the North side devel-
opment are for expensive re-
sorts) we would urge buyers to
use water transportation.

As the non governmental or-
ganization concerned for envi-
ronment, we encourage the
community of Utila to be aware
of the construction of the road

cumun de nuestra comuni-
dad, estamos, en communion
para el curso del servicio a
nuestros hermanos, oramos
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